N
cr,

Edgar

pared

o

Augus

pIEE

Dilscusision: paper: Not tobe

quoted or reproduced 1in any

form without written permis-
sion from both the author amd
the Center for Inter—-American

Re




This conference on Demoeracy in Chile™
is occurring seven years after the 'golpe'

'

that destroyed the democratic process. It

is that fact of the permanence over time

that must give us pause as we begin these

discussions. A few years ago, many of us

spoke at different conferences about the
prospects for the 'short term' restoration
oiff Vdemeeracy. Wellcan no longer
it has come and g al
have taken place that
..
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It is four years since *the military
took power in Argentina. It is nearly four
months since the military < JOOEE Ll

Bolivia and turned the return to democracy
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the routes
thiese eountries.
ne might argue that, except for Nicaragua,

in perhaps each of thos BISEE,; - e Eemohl
deseribed by Dz.

have been present
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Armed Forces in the dir of considering
asreltrni ot hembarra clkss As Dr. Boeninger
acknowledges, they are not sufficient in and of
themselves to assure that transition.

if they were, then

them about soone
remains., 4
Two addit al areas of inquiry seem
worth exploring anc ay perhaps become conditions
appended to theose already enumerated by
?oeningera The first relates to the military
changed
from its pre-1 3 role, and the secon

to the economic conditions which may

to the
utional
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the condifions under which the milita: 1ight abandon
power.
Looking
one finds
perceived
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Once

that

Limiting its capaeity to reverse the dec

Ly
protection of those interests--. easing the

concern about vengeance by who had engaged in,

1

authorized or condoned the brutal use icoercilo
In Peru and Ecuador, there seem 1Ly are agreements
reached to avoid a post-transition - tack the
military and , perhaps some informal steps insure
the military's understanding of economic
and planning. In Bolivia, the early Ccngressional
attempts to place the military on trial were
upon by some . in the military as heavy artillery in
their campaign to obtain a unified opposition to the
return to democracy.
Few would ge the thesis that the
Chilean Armed Forces--having violated
solemn obligations - lefer the Seenistitatiien’
having breached internation: human rights standards
with a savage i Texence  and having
basic values £ thed rior history--de

is to end

process also would

a return to

however, could be made.
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having achieved a transition to democracy, consolidating

3

process will require confronting the military, sharply
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