
Declaration of the Countries of the Community of Dernocratic Cholee

i KA iv. Ukraine, Decernber 2nd. 2005)

\, !he countries of the Baltic-Black-Caspian Sea región;

Expressing our adherence io the purposes and principies set forth in the Charter oí the Uni ted
Nations and the Universal Deciaration of Human Rights;

Devoted to the ideáis and valúes of democraex and human nghís:

ilaving taken the responsibiliíy of respeeíing, promoting and strengthening the core democraue
pr incip ies and praetiees sel forth in the Fina! Warsau Declaration: To\vards a Communit ) of
Democracies;

Consistently caring about the implemenlat ion of the Seou! Aetion Plan of the t 'ommimits of
Demoeracíes. in particuiar in the sphere oí regional cooperation:

Weicoming the ereation oí'the UN Democracy Fund;

Eniphasi/ing the unbreakabie interdependence between peace, síability and development. and
résped for the ideáis of democracy and human rights:

Calling for the respeet oí" ai i human rights - c iv i l , cultura!, eeonomic. pol i t ical and social, and t h e i r
main tenanee and prornotion according to the international doeuments on human righís:

Feeling a common responsibility for the future and furíher development of demoeracy, and for the
respeet of human righís in íhe Baiíic-Black-Caspian Sea región;

Stríving to see flurope \vithout d i v i d i n g unes, violations of human rights, "frozen" eonflicts. or any
spiril of confrontación:

Hereby declare the ereation of a Community of Democraíic Cholee as a govcrnmeníal and non-
governmenía! Forum of cooperation for dialogue, through vvhich the nalionai leaders and
represenfaíives of Non-Ciovernmenta! Organizaíions of our countries proelaim íheir in tent ion:

- to cooperóle dosel) towards aehieving the common goal of establishing lasting peace. democraey
and prosperity in the entire Buropean continent;

- to cooperate for the development and strengthening of demoeracy, reeognizing that difieren!.
eountries and socieíies \ v i t h i n the región of attention of the Community of Democraíic Choice are at
differ ing stages of dernocratic developrnetit:

•- lo support the promotíosi of human valúes and standards in order ío promote and establish
democratic processes and insiitutions, and to encourage íhe exchange of experience in the
s t rengthen ing of demoeraev and the résped for human righís:

- to assisi in íhe developing of closer l inks between our govemrnenís and societies in d i f fe ren t
spheres. inc iuding in educaíion for democracv;

- lo cooperate with inst i tut ions and iníernationa! « ^ g . - n .\inniss. c i v i ! socíeiy and governments in
eoord i f í a t ing supporí to nevv and emerging dcrnour.itic sociches

- to províde support ibr the íurther eeonomic and social developmení, inciuding eradication of
poverty as the main irnpeding factor for development and protection of the democratic process;

- to encourage the résped. Ibr democraey and human righís and to address the threats to the
democratic development of soeiely. which are, among others. corruption, organi/ed crime. mone>'
launder ing. íerrorism in its different íbrnis. the existence of remaining conflicís in Burope and i l i i c i t
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- lo show Bn exampie of respect for democracy and human righis in our countries and lo urge the
poli l ical leaders oí those countries on the wav to democrac\o encourage toleranee and mutua!
undersíanding, as weli as to promoie íhe respeet for plurahsm. to counteract ethnic and religious
hatred. violence. separa!ism and other íorrns of extreniisiiK and to support the development o í ' c i v i l
soeietv. non-govemmenta! organizalíons and independen! mass-media;

- lo cooperate in aiS issues related to eneouraging the development of a vihrant and stronger
democraev. thus strengthening. the format of the Commumfy of Democratic Choiee.

!n proclaiming ihis Deelaration, the countries of the Bahie-Blaek-Caspian Sea región declare t i í a í
íhe Community of Democratse Choiee \v i l ! do iís utmost lo ans\\er to the natural desire of ai! States
and Socieíies. of every ne\ generation and every human being to reach higher standards of
sustainabíe deveioptnent.

We devouí ly iiope that the far-reaehsng mission of the Conioiun.it} of Demoeratic Choiee \ v i l l serve
to imite aü of the eountries of the región in their eommon efforís to strengthen our regional
eooperation, promote democrac}' and proíeeí human rights, We declare that vve v v i l l cont inué our
exchange of ideas on demoeratic transformations at various íorums. ineluding the Black Sea Forum
for Dialogue and Partnership to be launched in Bucharest in Spring 2006, "Baitie and. Black Sea
Retiion Summit" ' i» V i l n i u s in Mav 2006 and Forum in Tbi l i s i in Autumn 2006.


